THE ELEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS  -  EPIPHANY SUNDAY AND THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE NEW YEAR
Contemporary Service
January 4, 2026 - 9:00 AM

Call to Worship Video

Welcome and Announcements

The Call to Worship

*Opening Song
“What An Awesome God”

Our Prayers

*A Song of Praise and Preparation
“Faithful Now”

Special Music
“10,000 Reasons – Bless The Lord”

The Scripture Lesson
Joshua 6:1-15

The Sermon
Be a Circle Maker:
Praying and Dreaming Big

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
The pink communion cups are gluten-free bread 

*Closing Song
“Blessed Be Your Name”

Benediction
“The Covenant Prayer”
John  Wesley
(See insert/screen)

*Please stand as you are able

Jazze Palmer, Musician














































THE ELEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS  -  EPIPHANY SUNDAY
AND THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE NEW YEAR
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
January 4, 2026 - 11:15 AM


PREPARATION for WORSHIP

  The Prelude “We Three Kings”

  The Choral Introit	 	

  Welcome to Worship
        (We bid special welcome to our guests today and encourage 
        you to complete a visitor’s card as found in the pew.  We 
        would be glad to contact you if you wish.  Thank you for 
        being with us today.) 

WORSHIP through PRAISE  
  The Call to Worship        		
    Leader: It is still the season of Christmas. Joy is still loose in 
     the world, Love is lodged in hearts, and Peace is still 
     our fervent hope.
     People: It's still the season of Christmas, though the presents 
     are all unwrapped, the batteries have run down, and 
     family members have returned home.
     Leader: It's still the season of Christmas, for God begins anew,
	     giving us a baby to care for and calling us to live with 
     tender compassion, gentle care and overflowing love.  
     We come to worship!
 
*The Hymn of Praise “Rejoice, the Lord is King”	        No. 715
 
  The Call to Prayer and Praise
    Leader: We gather on the first Sunday of a New Year. We come 
     with expectancy and anticipation.  Let us open 
     ourselves to the possibilities of God’s grace.
    People: Our hearts are open, our minds are ready. This is the 
     day the Lord has made; the first day of a New Year…
     let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

  A Time of Silent Prayer and Meditation

  Our Prayer of Confession 
       We greet you in this new year, O God.  In the year that is 
  past, we lived with motives that were not always pure.  We have 
  followed desires that have not always been appropriate.  Our 
  lives are not always properly ordered.  Our actions have 
  not always been constructive.  Remind us that we have been 
  baptized, that you have created us, called us by name, taken us 
  by the hand and blessed us as your beloved children.  Through 
  the presence of your Holy Spirit, free us from all that is past, and 
  empower us for all that awaits us in the future, through Jesus 
  Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  Words of Comfort, Assurance, and Instruction
   Leader: Jesus teaches that we both prepare and enter your 
  	    kingdom by meeting the basic needs of people we 
    encounter. 
   People: May we celebrate our opportunities and embrace all
    that God has prepared for us in the New Year.  Let us 
    resolve ever more to follow Jesus with full and 
    grateful hearts.  Amen.

  The Hymn of Prayer “Faith of Our Fathers”	No. 710

  The Prayers of Our People, Pastoral Prayer, and Lord’s Prayer

  The Morning Anthem	  

 WORSHIP through PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
[bookmark: _Hlk214286800]  The Scripture Lesson		Joshua 6:1-15	    
				
  The Hymn of Preparation “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
No. 117
  The Sermon    	Be a Circle Maker:
		Praying – Dreaming Big

  The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
    The pink communion cups are gluten-free bread
       
*The Hymn of Dedication “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  
No. 127
*The Benediction - The Covenant Prayer (See insert/screen)

*Postlude “Joy To The World”
 Beth Gross, Organist

The Altar Flowers are presented by Keith & Rebecca Minnick in memory of Keith’s wife, Carolyn Minnick.

On the matter of the Offering.  Due to the Covid Pandemic, the choice was made at Yorkshire Church to not make a formal offering as with passing the offering plates among those present.  In the days of Covid, it made good sense as a protective health measure.  As an alternative, we set up stands near the entrance of the Lobby, with another near the entrance to the sanctuary.  People would simply slide their offering into the slot-stands.  We have also strongly encouraged persons to set up an Automatic Giving Plan with their bank, using “Stripe Payouts” so that contributions might take the form of online automatic payments.  This is the ultimate in planned giving and we are grateful for those persons and families who have chosen this as a faithful practice.  Others who are interested in this style may contact https://Yorkshire.churchcenter.com/giving.  Both the slot-stands and online giving will be continued as a means of our giving for those who prefer them.  However, at a recent meeting of our Leadership Council, after a review of our financial situation, it was determined that we should go back to our more formal style of giving, using the offering plates to be passed among us.  This would do two things:  First, it would help to increase the call to thankful and generous giving which is too easy to miss in the slot-stands and automatic payments.  Second, there is a spiritual side to the blessedness of giving that is missed when we do not hear the call to give… a call that requires a response.  That response is an act of worship.  With the alternative means of giving, we miss that holy calling.  Our current funding situation has led us to believe we have suffered a loss of funds over recent years as we made the change from a formal offering.  All this said, however you give, it is blessed.  But presenting our offerings to almighty God engages the importance of commitment to be a generous people.  Please speak with Pastor Roger with questions. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER:
With winter here please keep in mind that delays/closings will be posted on WGAL “Closings” website and displayed on WGAL TV.

UNHANGING OF THE GREENS: Volunteers needed - Sat. Jan 10th from 9-12noon come help take down the greens in the sanctuary.  Please speak to Wendy Mingora with questions.

SOMETHING NEW IS COMING: Prayer Breakfast begins this week, Thursday, January 8 at 8:30AM.  We will meet at Two Brothers Restaurant, at 2935 E. Prospect Road, in the back room.  We will study the Upper Room lesson for that morning and then offer our prayers.  Pastor Roger will be leading.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH GROUP: Provide a meal for our youth prior to their meeting.  You may either make or buy a meal.  Sign-up sheet in the narthex. For more information, please speak with Joe Blackwood at 704-591-1252.

THIS WEEK:
Monday Evening – The Women’s Bible Study meets at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Wednesday Morning – The Men’s Group – “Men at the Sixes,” meets at 6am in the Fellowship Hall.  

Wednesday Evening – Bible Study meets at 6pm in the Youth Room.  

Thursday Morning –Prayer Breakfast meets at 8:30am at Two Brothers Restaurant, 2935 E. Prospect Road.

Thursday Evening – The Chancel Choir meets at 6:15 in the Music Room.  Come add your voice.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Jan 13th - Preschool Board Mtg @630pm
Jan 17th - Sunday School Friendship Party from 11-1:30pm
Jan 19th - Women’s Bible Study “The Way of Wisdom” @7pm
Jan 27th - Administrative Council Mtg @6pm
Jan 30th - Zeteo Youth Retreat
Feb 1st - Preschool registration opens for the 2026-2027 school year
Feb 5th - Preschool Open House 5:30pm-7:30pm
Save the Date - Sat., March 21st 10-1pm – Easter Egg Hunt

CHURCH STAFF
Roger Mentzer, Pastor
Stacey Roache, Administrative Assistant
Jazze Palmer, Contemporary Musician 
Matthew Hochmiller, Choir Director
Jackie Linsey, Organist
Beth Gross, Organist
Chris Bare, Custodian 
Julie Mann, Preschool Director
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“Biblically Speaking”
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” ON THE ELEVENTH DAY OF CHRISTMAS:

ELEVEN PIPERS PIPING

The eleven pipers piping
stood for the Eleven
Faithful Apostles who stuck
with Jesus when seemingly
all others had abandoned
Him. They were referred to
as “pipers’ for they indeed
were sent out to all corners
to spread the Gospel as
Our Lord had commanded.





