THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Contemporary Service
December 21, 2025      9:00 AM

Call to Worship Video

Welcome and Announcements

The Bidding Prayer

*Opening Song
“It’s Christmas”

The Lighting of the Advent Candles
Christopher, Tiffany, Rowan, and Asher Shoff

Our Prayers

*A Song of Praise and Preparation
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Special Music
“O Come All Ye Faithful”

The Scripture Lessons
Luke 1:46-56, 59-69
The Sermon
[bookmark: _Hlk184045887]Four Snapshots of Christmas:  
Part 3: The Original Advent Playlist

*Closing Song
“Joy To The World”

Benediction

*Please stand as you are able

Jazze Palmer, Musician














































THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 21, 2025      11:15 AM

PREPARATION for WORSHIP

  The Prelude   “O’ Come, O’ Come Emmanuel” 
                           “Born That We May Have Life”

  The Choral Introit	 	

  Welcome to Worship
        We bid special welcome to our guests today and encourage 
        you to complete a visitor’s card as found in the pew.  We 
        would be glad to contact you if you wish.  Thank you for 
        being with us today.

WORSHIP through PRAISE  
[bookmark: _Hlk214285104]  The Call to Worship    “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow”   Spiritual
     There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn; 
     Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
     It will lead to the place where the Christ was born;
     Rise up, shepherd, and follow.
     Follow, follow, rise up, shepherd, and follow,
     Follow the star of Bethlehem.  Rise up, shepherd, and follow.

  The Bidding Prayer	
 
*The Hymn of Praise   “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  No. 220
 
  The Lighting of the Advent Candle
     Keith and Catherine Minnick
  
A Carol “The Advent Candles”  Tune: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
    Lord we thank you, and we praise you, for your gift to us divine.
    As we celebrate this Advent, fill our hearts with peace sublime.
    Candles glowing, spirits growing, 
    As the Christ child comes to earth.
    We rejoice his holy birth.  We rejoice his holy birth.  

  Call to Prayer and Praise
    Leader: We are walking toward Bethlehem, listening every step	    of the way for the sound of our name; for the 
                  announcement that we have found favor with God, 
   

  
People: We journey toward Bethlehem, watching every step of 
   the way for a new star in the sky; for guidance in our 
   daily lives.
   Leader: Walking toward Bethlehem, sensing we are not alone,
   angels are all around us; the prayers of saints surround 
   us.  
   People: We journey toward Bethlehem, hoping we shall find a 
                  baby in a manger: A simple sign that God loves us still 
                  – and reason enough to sing God’s praise.

  A Time of Silent Prayer and Meditation

  An Advent Prayer of Discipleship
      We thank you, Lord, for Christmas – 
      Grant that we may be grateful enough to keep it not for a day, 
      but for always. In the name of Christ, whose coming is a 
      mystery… whose life is a miracle… whose ministry in word and 
      deed and death is salvation… and whose presence is now our 
      highest hope. Amen.

  The Hymn of Prayer  “Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”	No. 240

  The Prayers of Our People, Pastoral Prayer, and Lord’s Prayer

  The Morning Anthem	  

  WORSHIP through PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
[bookmark: _Hlk214286800]   The Scripture Lesson    Luke 1:46-56, 59-69
   The Hymn of Preparation  
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”     No. 236

  The Sermon  
        Text: "My soul glorifies (magnifies) the Lord!” 
        Theme:  Four Snapshots of Christmas:  
                       Part 3: The Original Advent Playlist
  
  *The Hymn of Dedication    “O Holy Night”(See screen)

   *The Benediction and Postlude
     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Beth Gross, Organist

The altar flowers are presented today by Norma Folkenroth in honor of her precious family - Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren. With all her love and best wishes for a very Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!

COMING SOON:

[bookmark: _Hlk216958398]ADVENT STUDY - During our Advent Season we have been offering a whole-church Sunday School for our adults and youth.  This very special four-week session, “The Case for Christmas: Investigating the Identity of the Child in the Manger,” is a video series by Lee Strobel.  He invites us to push past the distractions of the holiday season and come into the presence of the baby who was born to change us and rewrite our eternal destination: the greatest gift of all.  We will meet together in Fellowship Hall for excellent refreshments, fellowship, and study.  The next study will be held today 12/21 and conclude on 12/28.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – DEC 24th 
6:00 PM Special Music Followed by worship at 6:30 PM.  Come join us in this special service that will honor God in celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  Sing the great traditional carols that proclaim his birth.  Welcome the children with a special message.  Enjoy the memory of the life of Jesus in Holy Communion and then shine the light in the darkness with candlelight.  It is a family tradition worth keeping.

[bookmark: _Hlk216958444]SOMETHING NEW IS COMING… Prayer Breakfast to begin as a weekly event on Thursday mornings beginning January 8 at 8:30AM.  We will meet at Two Brothers Restaurant, at 2935 E. Prospect Road, where they have a back room.  We will study the Upper Room lesson for that morning and then offer our prayers.  Will you join us?  Pray about it.  Pastor Roger will be leading.

SUPPORT OUR YOUTH GROUP – provide a meal for them prior to their meeting.  You may either make or buy a meal.  Sign-up sheet in the narthex. For more information, please speak with Joe Blackwood at 704-591-1252.






INCLEMENT WEATHER:
[bookmark: _Hlk216958459]With winter here please keep in mind that delays/closings will be posted on WGAL “Closings” website and displayed on WGAL TV.


This Week:

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

[image: We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a ...]





CHURCH STAFF

Roger Mentzer, Pastor
Stacey Roache, Administrative Assistant
Jazze Palmer, Contemporary Musician 
Matthew Hochmiller, Choir Director
Jackie Linsey, Organist
Beth Gross, Organist
Chris Bare, Custodian
Julie Mann, Preschool Director
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“Biblically Speaking”
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