Christmas Eve - The Festival of the Birth of Jesus Christ     
December 24, 2025	Yorkshire United Methodist Church
6:00 PM – Special Music of the Season
6:30 PM – Worship with Holy Communion

  Pre-Service: Music of Season 
	Jazze Palmer
	Steven Marx and Matt Hochmiller
	
  The Choral Introit     “A Tiny Child Will Come”     Don Besig and Nancy Price

  The Prelude               “One Small Child” 

  The Call to Worship	“I Wonder as I Wander”  J. J. Niles
 			 Ben Bailey, Soloist

*The Hymn of Praise       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”        No. 234
		
  The Bidding Prayer 
       Beloved in Christ, as we share the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we 
	may be shown its true meaning.
       Let us hear, in lessons of Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and 
redeem his waiting people.
       Let us rejoice, in our carols, that the good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled.
       Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all 
things into the glory of God’s kingdom.
       The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
       But first, let us pray… let us pray for the world that God so loves, for 	those who have not heard 
the good news of God, or who do not believe it…(Silence)
       And let us pray for those who walk in darkness and in the shadow of death…	(Silence)
       And let us pray for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all fear, 
and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God in every place…(Silence)
       These prayers and praises we humbly offer you O God.   Amen.

  The Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Christ Candle
       Joe, Laura, Connor, Evan, and Chloe Blackwood
         
  A Carol (to the tune of “Away in a Manger”)
	     We honor Messiah with the Christ-Candle’s flame;
	     Our Christmas Eve Candles glad tidings proclaim.
  O come, all ye faithful, rejoice on this night,
  As God comes among us, the Christian’s true light.

  A New Song of Christmas    Led by Jazze Palmer
	
  The Christmas Prayer	(In Unison)
       Living and eternal God, this evening we have faced the west with the setting of the sun.  But 
  tomorrow – tomorrow we will look to the east and the arrival of a new day; Christmas Day.  We
  come with a spring in our step and a smile on our face, for it will be a day unlike any other day.  
  With the arrival of the new day’s sun, we shall welcome the arrival of the light of the world in Jesus 
  the Christ.  Into our darkness He comes.  And by His light we shall see opportunities that will allow 
  us to make amends, to change our ways, and to bless others.  Save us from weariness and give us 
  peace.  Give us time for stillness from tasks still undone, meals to be made, and presents to be given 
  and received.  O God, through all this, help us to prepare room for Christ in our hearts, for at last, 
  nothing else matters.  Amen. 
  
  Some Hymns of the Angels of Christmas (first verse only) 
     “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”	No. 218
     “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”	No. 220
     “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”	No. 240
     “Angels We Have Heard on High”	No. 238

  The Scripture Lessons	     I John 1:5-7
     Matthew 5:14-16
  
  A Time with Our Children

  Some Thoughts about Christmas	“We Need More Light”

  The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

  The Sharing of the Christmas Light
       Please remain seated as the light is passed among us.  As you light your candle, please dip the unlighted candle only.  Parents with small children are asked be very attentive to their children’s candle when lighted.  When all have received, we will stand to sing:

Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright.  Round yon virgin mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia!”
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;  Radiant beams from thy holy face… 
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.

*The Benediction 

*The Hymn of Joy    “Joy to the World”	No. 246

*The Postlude
 “Gloria”

Jackie Linsey, Organist




We have many people to thank for the inspiration of the evening: 
       We thank all those who have helped to beautify the sanctuary by giving of their time and talent, decorating the church for worship in this Holy Season.  We especially thank Wendy Mingora for her leadership in this area.
       We thank our technology staff, who, under the leadership of Al Mink, always make our worship more meaningful.  
       We thank our musical staff for their extraordinary work through the entire year, but especially the Advent/Christmas Season: Organists Beth Gross and Jackie Linsey.  Contemporary Music Leader, Jazze Palmer.  Choir Director, Matt Hochmiller.  And our special guests who have joined us through the season, Grace Pettitt, Andre Palmer, and tonight’s guest, Steven Marx.     
     But above all, we give thanks to God for his gift of Emmanuel, Jesus, God with us.  How grateful we are for all that this season means to us.  Let us re-commit ourselves to the discipleship to which Jesus calls us.  Follow Him and Let your light shine!!!
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